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From ‘God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen’

O tidings of comfort and joy, 
comfort and joy; 

O tidings of comfort and joy!
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  Around the Table
Memories, Memories

I always so enjoy the magazine as a way of feeling 
connected to the SCCs. The article and pictures about 
Mallinckrodt in the Park brought back many fond  
memories. We often visited there with my great-aunt 
(and namesake) Sr. M. André Blanchard and prayed and 
partied with her.

- Mary Andre Rini
  Westchester, IL

Seeing the former Motherhouse was 
remarkable. WOW! What memories! 

- Justine Pena
  Warren, MI

From Former “M” Alumnae
  I just had to tell you how much we 

“girls” enjoyed the last BREAD BROKEN. 
. . . We “girls” are Dorothy Krueger Riech, 
Susan Sterner Stockbridge and myself [all 
from the Mallinckrodt High School class of ’59].  
I’m sure all the alumnae enjoyed it as much as we did.   
We recognized Sisters on the 104th birthday party  
photo on the front cover from having seen them at  
the Monastero’s luncheons. How we miss them!

-  Jean Di John Wenzel   
Rolling Meadows, IL

Thank you especially for two articles in your summer 
edition: “Mallinckrodt in the Park” and “And Yet  
Another Move”. On one of my visits with Sr. Philomene 
(my sister) we had the opportunity to attend their  
[Mallinckrodt in the Park] open house. Very impressive. 
When visiting Rome, we spent an afternoon with  
Sr. DeSales Tonero at Villa Paolina. Lovely memories!

- Shirley Philipps
  Bradenton, FL

Loved the Cover
 Thank you for the latest issue of BREAD  

BROKEN. It is very good. The picture on the 
cover is exceptional! I cut it out and put it on the 
wall over my writing table. The Sisters look very 
vibrant as they respond to the words of Mother 
Pauline below this picture.

- Ann Lawson  
  Highland Park, IL

 
Appreciate the News

  Congratulations on another issue of BREAD BROKEN. I 
always enjoy this and look for Sisters that I know and also 
for the Western news. I can’t get over Sister Agnette! . . .

- Sr. Immaculata Arboline 
   Mendham, NJ
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Dear Readers,
  The main article for this issue has to do with 

the pastimes and hobbies of our Sisters—those  
activities that they find relaxing, re-creating,  
renewing. MAGNIFICAT (a prayer aide) for July 
featured saints who are patrons of pastimes.  
I found a few of them quite unusual.  

St. Philip Evans, SJ, is considered the patron of tennis. And here is 
why. Philip “became a wanted man” because of the so-called Popish plot. 
“He was arrested, imprisoned, tried, and condemned to death. But his 
imprisonment at Cardiff Castle dragged on. When the news of his im-
pending execution finally arrived, Philip was enjoying recreation outside 
the castle. The messenger found him in the middle of a tennis match. 
‘What haste is there?’ Philip reportedly replied to the news.  
‘Let me first play out my game.’”*

St. Dominic, OP, is the patron of stargazers and astronomers. This 
patronage “can be traced to the story of his mother, Blessed Joan of Aza. 
It is said that even before her infant son was born, Joan beheld him in  
a dream. Upon his head was a shining star that would illuminate  
the world.”*   

St. John Francis Regis, SJ, is the patron of embroidery. I found it a bit 
different that a man would be a patron of embroidery (old stereotypes die 
hard). St. John’s ministry accounts for this “title”. “Always he preferred 
the poor. He catechized the simple peasants, many of whom had been 
drawn into sin because of their desperate situations. John visited them 
in their homes, hospitals, and prisons. He had great success in minis-
tering to women who were prostitutes. He set them on a path of hope 
by forming an organization of women to help teach them the trades of 
lacemaking and embroidery.”*

I hope you enjoy reading about our Sisters’ pastimes and about Mother 
Pauline’s thoughts on recreation and relaxation. The many other articles 
in this issue aim to make you more aware of the “presence and ministry 
of the Sisters of Christian Charity”. 

  On a broader scale as we perhaps become more and more concerned 
about national and world events, my prayer is that we will all keep peace 
in our hearts and seek to spread this peace to all around us. May we be 
engaged in words and works of peace, truth and justice. U
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A Note from the Publisher

Cover: An “Art From Within” ornament. The artist uses  
 miniature curved brushes to hand paint minute  
 details on the inside of each glass ornament. 
 (Photo by Sr. Mary Clement Eiden, SCC)

Page 2: Quilling projects. (Photo by Sr. Dolores Bozif, SCC)

  *From the 2018 MAGNIFICAT July issue. © Magnificat–used with 
permission. www.magnificat.com 
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The Balanced Life
Text by Sr. Mary Clement Eiden, SCC 

Living a balanced life is no easy task in 
our modern culture. With so many 
modes of communication that seem to 
demand an instant response and with 

so many claims made on time and presence, leisure 
seems to be an elusive gift. We all know, however, 
the importance of taking time out whether that is 
for a “minute vacation” or a longer amount of time. 
So, in the hope of encouraging you to take time 
out—if you don’t already do so—we share with  
you some of our pastimes, leisure/recreational 
activities, or things we do to relax and renew our 
spirit and strength.  

Reading  
According to the 2017 American Time Use  

Survey, the number of Americans [USA] who read 
for pleasure on a given day has dropped by more 
than 30% since 2004. Our Sisters have not  
contributed to that drop. In fact, reading seems  
to be a favorite relaxer among those Sisters who re-
sponded to our request for hobbies, pastimes, etc. One 
Sister sees reading as a help to inform table conversa-
tion or as a call to prayer. Another feels that reading 
provides insights into human nature and the human 
condition. Reading expands our knowledge of cultures 
and history. Through reading, we can “gather threads 
of wisdom”. A variety of tastes can be found among 
us: spiritual reading, Christian (often Amish novels), 
mysteries, historical fiction, biographies, memoirs, 
politics, classics, modern novels, poetry and writings 
about our Congregation. Newspapers (secular and 
diocesan) and magazines such as Sojourners, America, 
Spirit & Life are spread out in our community rooms. 

Sr. Mary Clement and Sr. Dolores Bozif are jigsaw puzzle 
enthusiasts. (Photo by Sr. Alice Mary Ortmann) 

Sr. Alice Mary Ortmann, Sr. Caroline and Sr. Pauline Schafer, 
and Sr. Eleanor Ann Ortmann enjoy cards and conversation at 
the entrance. (Photo by Sr. Mary Clement)

Games
Some form of cards is a pastime for most of us at 

one time or another. While some Sisters have a more 
competitive spirit, there is usually a congenial  
atmosphere among the players that promotes fun and 
relaxation. The Sisters at Sacred Heart Convent have 
what we call “formal” recreation on Sunday evenings. 
Hand and Foot, Uno, Skip-Bo, Kings in the Corners and 
Phase 10 are commonly played at one table or anoth-
er. There is also Yahtzee, Pass the Pigs [“It brings out 
the farmer in me,” a Sister from Iowa remarked], or 
Dominoes. We have plenty of choices. From the South 

The completed puzzle 
was on display for a 
few days before pieces 
of yet another puzzle 
appeared on the table 
in the community room.
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came a game most of us have probably not even heard 
of: Bourré—an old Cajun card game.                                   

Many, many Sisters enjoy crossword puzzles, word 
searches, solitaire, Sudoku. One Sister who does 
Sudoku honestly admitted: “I have my own way of 
‘cheating’ when I get stuck.” She does the harder ones 
while others of us remain at the one- or two-starred 
levels. Putting together jigsaw puzzles is also a leisure 
activity. There is often a puzzle out in a common 
area. While we do have a few jigsaw puzzle devotees 
(“just one more piece”), all are welcome to put in a 
piece or two. The puzzles generally do not go beyond 
1000 pieces. 

Sacred Heart has a monthly birthday bingo party. 
The Sisters from the Center are always welcomed and 
often they join in. This party is a drawing card for 
just about all of the Sisters.

Being in Nature / Walking
Mother Nature provides relaxation for many of  

our Sisters. They expressed this in several ways: 
“watching the various formations and movements 
of the clouds in the sky”, “watching sunsets and 
sunrises”, “sitting outside and just watching nature”, 
“sitting in the garden enjoying birds, animals and 
nature”, “just being with the trees”. Appreciating  
nature is often combined with walking: “a daily walk 
in our garden”, “walking along the waterfront of  
Lake Ponchartrain or the Mississippi River”.

Most of the Sisters are strollers, but one or the other 
does power walking. The grounds around Sacred 

Heart Convent and Maria Immaculata Convent (the 
Center) are easily accessible spots for walking. Mall-
inckrodt in the Park is also a beautiful environment—
and one can meet friendly people and dogs. A slow 
walk around the block was also recommended. 

Coloring
Coloring isn’t just for children anymore! Adult col-

oring books have been on the market for some time. 
Just as with cereals, breads and potato chips, different 
varieties of adult coloring books have sprung up. One 
of our Sisters started coloring back in 2004 when she 
received a “Magic Mandala” coloring book. Then she 
received another larger book for her golden jubilee 
in 2012. Sister read that coloring is a way to unwind, 
to increase consciousness and to ease stress. Several 
other Sisters have also found that to be true. They 
color as a means of relaxation and creativity. Most of 
us prefer pages with more open designs than those 
that are tightly drawn. Deciding which colors to use 
in a particular design can make one feel just a bit like 
an artist. 

Arts and Crafts
One craft not frequently heard about is quilling. 

This art or craft is also called “paper filigree” and is 
described as making decorative designs out of thin 

Sr. Carolyn Eultgen colors in a book with Scripture quotes 
surrounded by floral patterns. She passes her finished 
works around for inspiration. (Photo by Sr. Mary Clement)

Sr. Helen Kron and Sr. Mary Ann Warwick enjoy their daily 
morning walk around Sacred Heart Convent.  
(Photo by Sr. Mary Clement)
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Balanced Life (continued from page 5)

strips of rolled paper. (See page 
2 for an illustration of quilling 
projects.) Other hobby or leisure 
crafts include embroidery,  
crocheting, knitting, hand  
sewing quilt patches, designing 
and creating cards, making flow-
ers and decorations to use  
on cards/notes/gifts.

Painting with watercolors and 
acrylics is a pastime for a few 
Sisters. We view the work of 
one of these Sisters at various 
places in Sacred Heart Convent.

Viewing
None of our Sisters can to any degree be called a 

“couch potato”, but many have favorite programs that 
they enjoy watching on television. One category of 
viewing is sports. Some Sisters prefer baseball or oth-
er team sports. The Chicago teams—Cubs and White 
Sox, Bulls, Bears and Blackhawks—are favorites, but 
there was a voice from the South that mentioned the 
New Orleans Saints and the LSU Tigers, and other 
voices put in a word for the Green Bay Packers and 
the Minnesota Vikings. [It should be mentioned here 
that a couple of Sisters prefer listening to rather than 
viewing sports.] Game shows and food programs 
were mentioned frequently. Still a favorite for some 
is the Lawrence Welk show. Seasonal programs are 
an enjoyment for many especially around Christmas 
time. Specials also draw an audience: Memorial Day 
Program, Capitol Fourth, the New Year’s Eve  

program from Vienna. One Sister particularly likes 
the Memorial Day program because it “stays focused 
on those we are honoring”. There are individual tastes 
in TV viewing (e.g. animal programs, news programs, 
cultural programs, crime-solving shows) just as there 
are with reading. At times, viewing is accompanied by 
some other activity that can be done when the action 
is slow or there is a barrage of ads. 

At Sacred Heart Convent, Friday night is movie 
night. This entertainment has a regular group of 
comers. Popcorn is provided. Some of the movies are 
quite serious and often based on true stories; others 
are lighter. Some of our featured films have been: 
Hidden Figures, October Baby, Johnny, The Great Debaters, 
The Journey, I Never Sang for My Father. Two Sisters made 
a joint statement; they said they enjoy “watching a 
good or funny movie” together. The Sisters at the 
Center also enjoy a good movie on occasion.                                             

Music
Another favorite pastime for the Sisters is listening 

to music. Some prefer instrumental, some classical, 
some church music. Others enjoy a mix of sounds.  
A few Sisters enjoy making music. Guitar, harmoni-
ca, recorder, accordion, piano and flute are particular 
instruments that are played—at times for personal 
enjoyment and at other times for accompanying 
singing or to entertain others. Two of our Sisters are 
members of the St. Joseph Parish Choir.

Gardening
“When you increase the number of gardens, you 

increase the number of heavens too!” (Mehmet  
Murat ildan [sic]). Several of our Sisters use their free 

Popcorn and a  movie ... what better way to spend a Friday evening!  
(Photo by Sr. Maria Martin Nguyen)

Sr. M. Mercedes Johnson (recently deceased, see page 19) 
always enjoyed being at the sewing machine and making 
potholders, aprons and other useful items.  
(Photo by Sr. Mary Clement)
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“Words to live by,” quipped Sr. Anastasia as Sr. Mary Clement 
snapped a photo of one of Sister’s cross-stitch projects from a 
few years ago.

time to provide “heavens” for us. We are grateful. A variety of 
garden areas are found at Sacred Heart Convent: outside the 
east porch, around the peace pole, in the kitchen courtyard. The 
interior patio at the Center is a garden enclosed. Gardening on a 
smaller scale is done by those who grow plants indoors or keep a 
green or flowering plant alive in their room. 

These were also mentioned
There were other pastimes and leisure activities that were 

more individual. These should, however, at least be given  
honorable mention:   

• baking and cooking when I can,  
• writing letters, 
• visiting and talking with people,  
• fishing on Rice Lake with my brother, 
• bike riding/swimming,  
• exploring new places when I am in another city,
• recalling memories via my photo album,  
• using the exercise equipment (stationary bike, range-of-

motion wheel, parallel bars for knee bends and stretches, 
wooden stairs) in the Sacred Heart Convent “gym”  
(aka Physical Therapy Department).

 
**********

And there you have it: how we SCCs try to keep “a healthy 
mind in a healthy body” (Juvenal).  U

Top left: Zinnias nurtured by Sr. Elizabeth Ann Buscher brighten 
the kitchen courtyard.  
Center left: A sunflower carefully tended by Sr. Dolores Bozif  
was in full bloom just a few days before it was brought down by 
squirrels. 
Bottom left: Brightly-colored marigolds in Sr. Dolores’ garden have 
little to fear from insects  or animals.  
(Photos by Sr. Mary Clement )
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  Potpourri
A Dear Friend Stops By
Text by Sr. Mary Clement Eiden, SCC | Photo by Sr. Maria Martin Nguyen, SCC

It was a special joy when Fr. James Lennon of the  
Joliet diocese stopped by to visit at Sacred Heart  
Convent on Labor Day. Father was giving a retreat 
in the area and he realized it was a not-to-be-missed 
opportunity to come over and see the SCCs. Some of 
them are his friends from their days together at Holy 
Trinity Parish in Westmont, IL, where Father was  
assistant pastor from 1958-1962. Many of the Sisters 
know Father from the retreats he gave at our  
motherhouse and at Sacred Heart Convent. 

Father joined us for the noon meal. He remembered 
many Sisters of the past and recalled the Winkelmann 
“girls” (Sr. Henrice and Sr. Florine), the Hacker “girls” 
(Sr. Hilary and Sr. Marie), Sr. Agatha Graff,  
Sr. Augustinia Kalofska, Sr. Philomene Fleck,  
Sr. Adeline Schneider, Sr. Columba Kempa, Sr. Paulita 
Borelli, Sr. Magdalen Schumborg, Srs. Honora and 
Maurita Wagener. He knew most if not all of the  
Sisters in the dining room and had a word with just 
about everyone.

Father’s ministry at present includes visiting four 
nursing homes and one hospital, doing spiritual direc-

Sr. Mary Ann Poppler, Sr. Carol Bredenkamp, Sr. Mary 
Clement Eiden, Sr. Alice Mary Ortmann, Sr. Mary Eileen 
O’Connor and Sr. Mary Ann Warwick enjoyed their visit 
with Fr. James Lennon. 

Sr. Mary Ann Eultgen, who died on December 27, 
2017, had been a very active member on the Board  
of St. Vincent Home for Children (currently a  
Residential Treatment Center for at-risk youth) in  
St. Louis, MO. This institution held a very special 
place in Sister’s heart. She served on the board from 
the early 2000s to shortly before her death. To show 
their gratitude for all that Sr. Mary Ann had done,  
the staff of St. Vincent’s decided that the new youth  

tion for priests and Sisters and probably many other 
good works. Several Sisters recalled Father’s boundless 
zeal, deep spirituality and love of his priestly calling. 
At the end of his visit, Fr. Lennon commented that  
it is a wonderful thing “to relish the good and  
happy days”.  U

Back row: Jill Eultgen, Bill Eultgen 
Front row: Carolyn Obremski, Pat Dubuque, Tara Dubuque, 
Lauren Dubuque and Sue (Pat’s neighbor)  

activity area would be named in her honor:  
Sister Mary Ann Eultgen (MAE) Youth  
Development Center. 

The Center is in the area under the gym, part of 
which had been the old roller-skating rink. This space 
had not been used in decades. Rex and Dr. Jeanne  
Sinquefield helped to fund the renovation and  
development of the space. The new center includes a 
multipurpose room, a classroom, an exercise room, 
a teaching kitchen, a sound studio and a game room. 
(Further descriptions of these areas can be found by 
googling MAE YOUTH DEVELOPMENT CENTER.) 
The Unveiling, Grand Opening, Dedication Ceremony 
and refreshments were all part of the festivities that 
took place on Thursday, May 10, 2018.

Sr. Carolyn Eultgen, Sr. Mary Ann’s sister, lives at 
Sacred Heart Convent. She was not able to attend the 
dedication but her sister Pat Dubuque and several 
members of the family were present. U

Tribute to Sr. Mary Ann Eultgen
Information from Carolyn Obremski and St. Vincent’s website | 
Photo courtesy of Carolyn Obremski
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Text and photos by Sr. Mary Clement Eiden, SCC 

 Sr. Mary Albert Gensterblum
Sr. Mary Albert’s hands are frequently on the 

steering wheel of our cars or our handicapped van. 
Sister has become known as our very own “Uber” 
driver. She is always available and always gracious. 
She pulls the vehicle up to the ramp, the east door, 
the front door—whichever is most convenient for 
her passenger(s). She is adept at folding walkers  
and rollators and hefting them into trunks or at 
securing wheelchairs in the van. She travels to  
numerous doctors’ and dentists’ offices. She knows 
her way around. If she is dropping a Sister off, her 
final words are: “Be sure to call and let me know 
when you are ready to be picked up.”

You will also find Sister’s hands on the typewriter. 
(She is not a computer user.) She types out checks to 
pay the many bills that come into Sacred Heart. She 
types out the schedules for the Eucharistic minsters as well as the lists of priests coming to say Mass and the lists 
of Mass intentions. She posts the latter two lists on the common bulletin board as information for the Sisters.

In addition, Sister also does purchasing of smaller items for the Sisters and the convent. She fixes a birthday 
bag and prepares a Christmas gift bag for each Sister. On both occasions, the bag holds special items the Sister 
has requested. Sister puts out fruit and snacks on December 6 in the name of St. Nicholas.

Sr. Mary Albert is often a Eucharistic minister. What a noble deed it is to carry the Lord to the Sisters  
on the choir. U

  Beautiful Hands

Sr. Phyllis Zierden  
Sr. Phyllis is a recycler. After breakfast each morning her hands collect the juice cups, rinse them out and make 

sure that they get into recycling. She also cleans out the yogurt containers. In fact, any time that plastic is being 
used for general occasions, Sister will see that items get to recycling. 

Sister offers assistance in a quiet way to the Sisters at her table in the dining room. She carries their trays. She 
helps one Sister by cutting whatever food needs to be cut to make it easier for the Sister to manage. She is the one 

to wipe up spills. 
When the regular sacristan at Sacred Heart is not available, 

Sr. Phyllis steps in. She prepares the altar for Mass, lights the 
candles and, if necessary, bends over and turns on the small 
floor fans. Sister had been the sacristan for twelve years. Sister 
also has a regular schedule at the reception desk. She picks up 
the phone many times each day and greets callers. Then she 
pages for a Sister or jots down messages if that is necessary. 

One job that Sr. Phyllis does that probably goes unnoticed 
most of the time is her collection of the garbage after each 
meal when the Sisters are responsible for after-meal chores. 
Her service makes it much easier for those collecting the dish-
es. Sr. Phyllis makes it a habit to look around and see where 
the help of her hands is needed. U 

Sr. Phyllis helps Sr. Bernadette Voss with her meal.

Sr. Mary Albert, the SCC “Uber” driver takes Sr. Mary Ann 
Poppler to an appointment. 
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Meetings, Meetings, Meetings
Summer Assembly
Text by Sr. Mary Clement Eiden, SCC

O ur annual summer assembly took place on 
June 19-20. Our work was to prepare for 
our upcoming regional chapter. On the first 

day in the morning, we viewed “Opening Space for 
an Emerging Narrative of Communion”, the address 
by Sr. Mary Pellegrino, CSJ, president of the Leader-
ship Conference of Women Religious. Each of us had 
previously received the text of this address for reading 
and discussion. In the afternoon, five “Conversation 
Circles” were formed. These circles were about inquiry 
(hear the questions), listening, connecting, reflection, 
discovery. There was no particular aim at this time 
to come to any resolutions. In the first session, each 
circle reflected on two of ten statements gleaned from 
the presidential address beforehand by the Sisters. In 
the second session, each Sister could choose another 
circle and converse about two different statements. 

The process was explained: one statement was read, 
short time for reflection, conversation (each Sister 
was invited to offer some thought) during which the 
facilitator jotted down words and phrases, and time 
to put some final thoughts on a newsprint sheet. In 
the evening, three Sisters looked at the 20 newsprint 
sheets and synthesized the results of the conversations. 
An example might be helpful. One of the statements 
was: “To allow elements of this emerging narrative of 
communion to disrupt former narratives.” The  
synthesis was: What in our SCC narrative (former/
present) needs to be disrupted or let go of? What is 
the emerging SCC narrative? What elements are  
essential for this emerging narrative? How open are 
we to collaboration with other Religious Communi-

ties; e.g., in ministry, community life? Unity (the  
spirit and charism of Mother Pauline) does not  
mean uniformity.   

On our second day we did further work on the 
syntheses and input on other issues. Our days together 
were also blessed with Liturgy, the Peace Pole Service 
and the Commissioning Service. 

Formation Leaders Meet with the  
Enlarged Council   
Text by Sr. Monica Cormier,  SCC  
and Sr. Juliana Miska, SCC                                                                                                             

“M y first impression on our gathering 
at the Villa, the first Motherhouse 
in Mendham, NJ, was seeing all the 

intercultural faces of the Enlarged Council gathered 
around one table with the picture of our first four  
Sisters of Christian Charity in our midst and seeing 
the chapel door open. This was assurance to me that 
we were ready to “put on Kingdom glasses” for this 
graced experience.” (Sr. Juliana)

As formation leaders met with the General Council 
and the Unit leadership, there were courageous con-
versations, deep listening and a commitment to the 
communion of “we”. Realities and ideas were shared, 
discussed and reflected upon. We had time to listen 
to some of our Sisters who are in initial formation. 
Each Unit was encouraged to create and implement 
a vocation/formation ministry that witnesses to the 
realization of Jesus’ prayer “that all may be one” and 
that keeps focused on the signs of these times. Per-
haps there could be some common programs for 
ongoing formation and the possibility to participate 
in some mission together. It was agreed that radical 
Gospel living is the best school of formation and from 
that lifestyle new vocations will come. Emphasis was 
placed on ongoing formation as necessary if we are to  
remain witnesses to our joyful consecration. 

There will be work to be done in order to put 
something new into action. We were encouraged to 
move forward with boldness and trust in God—as did 
Mother Pauline. How the saints struggled, prayed, wrestled, 
wept, suffered before they saw clearly what they were to do. We 
must follow their footsteps courageously. In His own good time 
God will make clear what He wants of us. (MPvM, 1853)

A group of Sisters gathers to read the synthesized 
statements.  (Photo by Sr. Anastasia Sanford, SCC)
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dates, theme and facilitator for its Unit chapter. It 
was decided that this information will be shared with 
all the Sisters so that in a spirit of unity we might all 
be mindful of one another and prayerfully support 
one another. The US Western Region will be sending 
each Unit a message reminding them of our prayerful 
support and informing them of a Mass to be said for 
them during their chapter time. The Western Region 
held their chapter November 18-24 (during Thanks-
giving week) and the theme was “Weaving Threads of 
Wisdom into a Hope-filled Future”.  

Our main focus this year was on preparing for the 
general chapter which will be held in July 2019. The 
theme “The New Wineskin Requires a New Heart” is 
taken from Pope Francis’ document New Wine in New 
Wineskins which we all had to read in preparation for 
the work of the Enlarged Council. As you can imagine 
there were many “nitty-gritty” details that had to be 
discussed in preparation for the international (general) 
chapter: securing translators for three languages  
(English, German and Spanish), making some  
financial decisions, considering how to bring cultural 
and age diversities into the chapter, etc. 

The Enlarged Council moves around from Unit to 
Unit. This year we gathered in Mendham, NJ, [our 
Eastern Province]. To understand the hospital  
ministry in which our Sisters are engaged, we visited 
both Divine Providence Hospital, which now works 
in collaboration with the Susquehanna Health Care 
System, and Holy Spirit Hospital which is now merged 
with Geisinger Health System and is an urgent care 
hospital. The SCCs within these systems focus on 
maintaining a Catholic identity within each system. 
We also had a day to “do your own thing”. I opted 
to go to New York City and I enjoyed a leisurely ride 
along the beautiful Hudson River.  

Having gone to a number of Enlarged Council 
meetings, I have come to a deeper understanding and 
view of the Sisters of Christian Charity as an  
international Congregation. U 

“For me, the HEART of this meeting was the invi-
tation and encouragement from Sr. Maria del Rosario 
and her Council to BE NOT AFRAID. There was 
HOPE and even expectation that we would come up 
with new and bold ideas, ideas that would open all of 
us to new experiences together and renew in us enthu-
siasm, vigor and joy!” (Sr. Monica)

The Perspective of Sr. Janice Boyer (Regional 
Leader) on the Enlarged Council 
Text by Sr. Janice Boyer, SCC 

Ordinarily the Enlarged Council is a yearly 
meeting of the Unit leaders [from provinc-
es and regions] with the General Council. 

Over the years as I have been to several of these 
meetings I have come to know the Sister leaders better 
and it is a real time of community and oneness. Unit 
reports are presented at these meetings and each year, 
as updates are given, I have noticed how some of the 
issues in the Units have been brought to completion or 
moved ahead; e.g., the completion of the motherhouse 
in Mendham, the development of community-owned 
properties and institutions in 
South America, such as schools, 
into independent corporations 
engaging the gifts of the laity. 
Each Unit leader shared the 

The Sisters gathered in the chapel each day for some time 
of prayer.  (Photo by Sr. Juliana Miska, SCC)

During one excursion the members 
of the Enlarged Council visited the 
graves of SCCs buried near  
St. Nicholas Church in Wilkes- 
Barre, PA. (Photo by Sr. Janice 
Boyer, SCC)
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Our Newest Mallinckrodt Scholar
Courtesy of Madeline Ohlms and Sarah Hallett | Photo courtesy of Loyola UMC 

In the autumn of 2018, Madeline Ohlms, a student at Loyola University in  
Chicago, became a Mallinckrodt Scholar. Madeline is from St. Louis, MO, and is a 
current sophomore majoring in Nursing. As a group leader in the on-campus Christian 
Living Community, she hopes to “lead freshman girls in their pursuit of God and of 
their own identities”. This year Madeline is beginning a research project focused on 
how nursing curricula educate undergraduates about concussions and traumatic brain  
injuries in youth. 

Madeline writes: “Blessed Pauline von Mallinckrodt, encouraged by her faith and 
motivated by her passion for helping others, served the poor, sick and dying. She went 

on to serve young children, establishing a kindergarten program for them. I am inspired by Blessed Pauline 
because she reminds me of the impact one can make in whatever profession is chosen. I connect to her desire 
to serve the sick and dying, as well as her passion for taking care of children, because of my plans to serve as a 
nurse in a pediatric unit.” U

  In & Around the Region
Special Summer Faces
Text by Sr. Theresa Marie Tran, SCC |  
Photo by Sr. Mary Clement Eiden, SCC

Once again, the Sisters at Sacred Heart Convent 
hosted visitors from Divine Word College in Epworth, 
IA. Sr. Thanh Nguyen is a Lover of the Holy Cross 
from Vietnam where she has been 20 years in her 
congregation. Sister is a minister of music and worked 
in several parishes in Vietnam. She was also choir 
director, pianist and music instructor for the candi-
dates in her religious community. Her talent comes 
naturally—no formal education. Sr. Pamela Baluka is 
from Uganda; she has belonged to the Little Sisters of 
St. Francis for ten years. Before coming to the United 
States to study, Sister’s ministry was working with the 
blind, whom she dearly loves. This gave her a special 
connection with us because of Mother Pauline’s work 
for and among the blind. Sr. Cecilia Foleng is a  
member of the Congregation of St. Therese of the 
Child Jesus in Cameroon, West Africa. She has been  
in her community for 24 years. Sister knew our con-
gregation before coming to Wilmette because she had  
received an SCC scholarship to our Assumption 
College in Mendham, NJ, where she earned an AA 
degree. In her country, Sr. Cecilia is a nurse with a  
specialty in midwifery. Although Sr. Cecilia had to 
leave Sacred Heart early because of the sickness of her 
mother, she completed the Summer Internship  
Program through ministry with prisoners and  
displaced citizens in Cameroon and through the use  
of the seminary internet to connect with Wilmette. 

The Sisters spent six weeks at Sacred Heart Convent 
as part of the Program which I had the privilege to 

Sr. Thanh, Sr., Cecilia and Sr. Pamela prepare to entertain 
the Sisters on the 3rd floor. 

direct. The program included visiting and doing  
activities with the Sisters at Sacred Heart, helping  
Sr. Elizabeth Ann Buscher sort and store food for 
the needy and getting direct experience with the poor 
through working at a soup kitchen and shelter in the 
Chicago area. I also met several times with the  
students to check in as to the joys and challenges of 
the work they were doing. There was also time for 
discussion, questions or comments on the reading  
material that they had been assigned. I usually sent 
them a PowerPoint ahead of time that aided them 
with the reading.  

Sr. Mary Clement Eiden remarked, “Each of our 
visitors gained knowledge and experience from their 
summer program and enjoyed being with us. Each of 
us was enriched by their presence, their service and 
their sharing.” U
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There is so much to tell about the Catechesis of the 
Good Shepherd (CGS) that is growing in New  
Orleans. I hardly know where to begin. I believe that 
sharing some of the fundamentals of this religious  
education program would be a good place to start. 

The Catechesis of the Good Shepherd has its origins 
in the work of Maria Montessori and her theory of the 
“Four Planes of Development”, the validity of which 
is upheld by modern psychology. The CGS follows 
universal laws that guide and determine the growth 
of the child in terms of spiritual, psychological, social 
and moral development. In each group there are 
mixed ages because children help one another in their 
development. There are three specific levels in CGS.

Level I (ages 3-6 years):  In bud form the children 
receive the total message of Christ as contained in the 
Bible, Mass and Sacraments. To illustrate: Baptism is 
presented through the symbols of candle, water, white 
robe, oils and gestures. 

Level II (ages 6-9 years): The message is further  
unfolded with the children. To continue the  
illustration of Baptism: the children explore how the 
gestures and symbols fit into the liturgy of Baptism. 
They match symbols with their sacramental meaning. 
At this level there is also the opportunity to be  
prepared for Reconciliation and First Communion. 

Level III (ages 9-12 years): In terms of Baptism, the 
children are led through the baptismal liturgy with 
special emphasis on the prayers. Children at this level 
also explore the figures of the Old Testament  
(Isaac, Joseph, Moses) as they prefigure Christ. 

CGS is not a program that has a series of textbooks; 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd
Text by and photos courtesy of Sr. M. Joanne Ladwig, SCC  

it is a program built on 
the formation of faith and 
“falling in love with God”. 
The children are asking us 
to help them in their  
relationship with God. 

For two years now at 
Transfiguration of the Lord 
Catholic Church in New 
Orleans, there has been 
a Catechesis of the Good 
Shepherd Atrium (a prayer-
ful environment prepared 
to help foster the children’s 
relationship with God). The 
Atrium was the place where 
catechumens would meet to learn about living and 
praying with the Church. At Transfiguration of the 
Lord, the CGS began when a parishioner asked the 
pastor, Fr. Paul Desrosiers, to set up a religious  
education program for the young. Pam Reith, a  
woman who had observed my Atrium at St. Mary’s 
Academy, told Father about my experience with the 
very little ones. With the help of Virginia Almon, 
whom I had met during a CGS Level I course I had 
presented at St. Angela Merici Catholic School, I am 
now able to offer all three levels of the CGS. Fr. Paul 
had to find additional rooms for the program!

Transfiguration Church—before Katrina in 2005—
had been St. Raphael Church. Since I had worked at 
the school there, parishioners remembered me and 
helped in making all the articles necessary for com-
plete Level I and Level II Atria. Virginia’s husband, 
Brian, also greatly assisted with the preparation of  
materials. At this time, materials for the Level lll  
Atrium (which are more complex) are being  
purchased.  

In the 2017-18 school year, six adults were trained in 
Level l and some were also given further training for 
Level ll and lll. These adults will be catechists for the 
various levels at Transfiguration. This past June,  
St. Margaret Mary School in Slidell, LA, began a  
three-year CGS training for Level III.  At the same 
time, St. Angela Merici School in Metairie, LA, asked 
for Level II training which began this past summer. 

I truly believe that the way the CGS is unfolding in 
New Orleans shows the deep love and concern that the 
Good Shepherd has for His little ones. I continue to be 
excited about and grateful for all that is happening.  U

Kate carefully pours 
‘wine’ into a glass ‘chalice’, 
imitating the actions of the 
priest at Mass. 

Participants in the Level III part I training program this 
summer at St. Margaret Mary Catholic School in Slidell, LA



14  Bread Broken Winter 2018-2019

  Sharing Pauline’s Vision

Soul and 
Body
Text by  
Sr. Joanne Bednar, 
SCC 

No one would dispute that Pauline von 
Mallinckrodt gave priority to the spiritual 
life: God should never conform himself to us, but 

rather we must always be guided by him. Our every breath 
must tell him, ‘I am the handmaid of the Lord; let what you 
have said be done to me.’ --1847, prior to the founding of 
the Congregation.

In 1856, seven years after the Community was 
founded, she writes about a three-day retreat the 
Reverend Father Minoux conducted for the Sisters:

As he was very experienced, a spiritual man, he sensed the 
situation at once and in his incomparably practical and  
beautiful discourses he pointed out to us the way in which we 
must strive toward perfection through earnest exterior,  
conventual discipline, sincere interior religious life, ardent 

striving after perfection, careful effort to become useful  
members of the Congregation all united with amiable  
simplicity, cheerfulness and happiness.

This reflection on Father Minoux’s words makes 
real Mother Pauline’s seriousness about her constant 
efforts toward holiness. But that is not the end of 
her reflection. She concludes: With fatherly kindness 
he advised me how to provide for relaxation and diversion by 
healthful recreations and how to overcome many difficulties.

She comments to Sister Josepha: Undoubtedly we 
Sisters would like to spend a few pleasant days together here 
after the retreat, so that apart from the triduum we can enjoy 
some relaxation together.

Her encouragement toward balanced living  
extended to everyone: the children, the novices  
and the professed Sisters. For the children, Pauline 
demanded “healthy surroundings in which to sleep” 
and “fresh air, nourishing food and motherly care”.

For the newly-invested novices, she writes: For their 
pleasure, relaxation and edification, the novices spent several 
days after investing at Mont St. Guibert.  For the Sisters 
preparing for and completing their exams, Mother 
Pauline “wanted them to have some relaxation and 
vacation after their serious studying”.

However, relaxation was not intended for special 
occasions or as a once-a-year event. Listen to Mother 
Pauline’s advice to Sister Liboria and the Sisters in 
Anrath in 1857: Do not engage in Sunday school work. You 
have enough to do with your schools, and I wish you would keep 
the Sunday free.  Your spirit needs refreshing; soul and body need 
relaxation and rest. U

Nature Refreshed Mother Pauline 
 
Mother Pauline writes:  
Nature seems to have chosen flowers as the favorite children 
of creation, and she has endowed them with charms denied 
other creatures.  . . . What a delightful experience it is to 
enter a flower garden on a bright early morning to see every-
thing refreshed by sparkling dew and the coolness of night. 

Without doubt one of the most splendid and exalted 
views provided by nature is the star-studded sky. The torch 
which gives light to our day, the majestic sun, is extin-
guished and we behold millions of stars which glimmer in 
the dark sky. 

Photo by Sr. Anastasia Sanford, SCC
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This year the Companions of Pauline in the Western Region are celebrating the 30th anniversary of the  
Covenant Ceremony for the first 14 Companions of Pauline. This ceremony took place in the motherhouse 
chapel on February 21, 1988. At this year’s annual meeting the Director and Coordinators of the Companions 
reported on activities connected with this anniversary.  

“Getting to Know You”
Sr. Dolores Bozif reported that Companions in Fulton, MO, got to know the Companions in other groups. 

Leader Brenda Kempker sent a letter to CP groups around the Western Region and asked for a group photo. 
Each group responded by sending either a group photo or individual photos of the members. Some groups also 
sent interesting comments along with their photos.

30-30-30 Project
In St. Louis, Darlene Johnson and the Companions have this project 

for 2018: each Companion will
• donate $30.00 toward the purchase of gifts and supplies for the  

Easter visit to Sacred Heart Convent and to support the Christmas 
trip for the Sisters to see the Christmas lights in the Chicago/ 
Wilmette area;

• offer 30 hours of service, and 
• offer 30 hours of prayer for the SCCs.

New Members
Sr. M. Joanne Ladwig and the Companions in New Orleans have  

the goal of welcoming 30 new Companions during 2018.

Optional Memorial Status
Fr. Denis Spitzley, Companion in Westphalia/Fowler, MI, suggested petitioning Bishop Earl Boyea of the 

Diocese of Lansing to grant optional memorial status for Mother Pauline’s feast in the Diocese of Lansing.  
All the Companions supported this idea and Fr. Spitzley is moving the process forward. Sr. Pauline Schafer 
gathered information for Father about the places the SCCs had served in Michigan and the places where  
Mother Pauline herself had been. The SCCs sent Mr. Michael Andrews, Chancellor, a copy of the text of the 
Office and the Mass in honor of Bl. Pauline as he had requested by phone on August 17, 2018. A copy of the 
litany, novena and the two hymns in honor of Mother Pauline were also sent. 

“Timeline of Gratitude”
The Wilmette group celebrated the 30th anniversary of the Companions of Pauline on April 29, 2018 at 

Sacred Heart Convent as part of the Foundress Day activities. After the Sisters and Companions had assembled 
in the dining room, Sr. Mary Ann Warwick read aloud 18 statements; each described a significant event in the 
history of the SCC Congregation, the Units and/or the Companions of Pauline. As each date and event were 
announced, a Sister or Companion walked to the south wall and taped to the wall a paper flower imprinted with 
the significant date and event. In this way, a timeline of memories and gratitude was arranged along the wall. 
The afternoon ended with Vespers and a festive meal.

In the Fall
Sr. Juliana Miska, Sr. Pauline Schafer and Sr. Mary Ann Warwick will observe the 30th anniversary with the 

Companions in Chaska/Cologne/Waconia/Burnsville when they visit these Minnesota Companions in the fall 
of 2018.  U

  Companions of Pauline
Companions of Pauline Celebrate 30th Anniversary
Text by Sr. Pauline Schafer, SCC and Sr. Mary Ann Warwick, SCC
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  Our Future

As part of our preparation for the meeting of the SCC formators 
with the General Council in July 2018, each formator was asked to 
interview women about religious life in the Church and their  
experiences. We did several such interviews. 

They Speak:
Religious life seems “isolated” from our already active parish  

and archdiocesan life in the Church with its multitude of  
opportunities to serve.

Here in the university, Religious “come and go”. They are on 
panels, spend a day at our university or give a presentation on  
Religious Life, but there is no follow-up or consistency of presence. 
. . . I think many of us would welcome a stronger, more constant 
religious presence here on campus and in our groups.

On campus we experience a deep sense of belonging. For many 
of us, our biological family is either distant from the Catholic 
Church and/or in another geographic area, so the parish  
community offers us an experience of community by working  
with faith-filled families. This becomes a “seed” for belonging, 
learning leadership skills and challenging us to create new projects 
to nurture our faith and commitment to the Catholic Church and 
to the world. 

More volunteer programs are needed for those between the  
ages of 16 and 20 with a practical, real live-in experience. This will 
help them realistically harmonize professional aptitudes with  
ministry attitudes and how that might all fit together in a religious  
community.

They Question:
What are some projects that your community is involved in  

that are for the privileged and the poor?
Is there a community experience that would give energy and life to my desire, dreams and struggles to  

discern without actually being part of a formal program?
What do you do to help families understand their daughter’s call to religious life, the separation from  

and new relationship with their biological family that is a part of joining a religious community?
Do you have inter-congregational community living from time to time?  

(This question is often related to a social justice project.)

And now?
These comments, observations and questions certainly give us much—both as  

formators and as a community—about which to ponder, consider, converse and 
make decisions for our future.  As the formal discernment process begins, our  
discerners will have opportunities to volunteer in programs that serve  
immigrants, to be involved with peace and justice issues and to participate in  
SCC ministries in Iowa, Louisiana and Illinois. U

The Future from the Perspective of Young Women
Text and photos by Sr. Monica Cormier, SCC and Sr. Juliana Miska, SCC

Teresa is all smiles as she 
stops in for a visit.

Vanessa is intrigued by Mother Pauline’s 
spirit.
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Mallinckrodt School in Martinez, Argentina 
Sr. María Luisa Garcia-Mansilla, SCC  

In preparation for our mission, those going met on a weekly basis for months 
to share formation, prepare religion lessons and have adoration of the exposed 
Blessed Sacrament. These graced times enabled us to become one heart and one 
soul. Our one-week mission took us to three small towns: Charlone, Bunge and 
Santa Regina—all about 350 miles from Buenos Aires where we live—and was 
dedicated to Our Lady of Lujan (patroness of Argentina). 

Two Sisters, along with some teachers, parents, alumnae and students from the 
school took part in the mission. We all agreed that it was a grace-filled experience 
which enriched our souls and strengthened our faith. We had the opportunity to 
share our faith with others and to learn from one another how to follow the Lord 
more closely. We all know that this work of following Christ must be ongoing.  
May Christ as Light shine in the darkness!  

  SCCs Around the World
Missionary Commitment 
Text and photos courtesy of the Uruguay-Argentina Region

Mallinckrodt School in Buenos Aires, Argentina
Inés María Kishkill (Senior) and Josefina Nolting (Junior)

Our usual destination is the province of Corrientes, here in Argentina. We are divided into five groups in order 
to reach as many towns as possible. These groups visit the same towns for three years. After that time,  
communities are often well-prepared to continue on their own. Then we change our path and move on to other 
towns. The places we visit are usually poverty-stricken. Most of them have a tiny chapel where Mass is celebrated 
once a month; there is a strong need for Christian light. 

Joining the selected juniors and seniors are former Mallinckrodt students—and a few college boys to help us 
out. Our time of preparation—organizationally and spiritually—forms us into a closely united and warm group. 
However, the entire school participates in the mission by knitting blankets and collecting food and clothes for 
the most needy. 

Our mission week follows a pattern. Each day in the morning we visit homes and talk to and pray with the 
families. In the evening we have some community time among ourselves before mission work begins again. As 
soon as the people arrive, they are divided into different age groups and enjoy activities connected to different 
topics. The evening closes with a general prayer and people return to their homes eager to come back the  
following day.   

A powerful bond is formed between us and the people we meet. It is truly inspiring to see people, living 
in such humble conditions, who daily persevere and are moved by Christian joy. Without a doubt this was a 
mind-blowing experience. U

Immaculate Conception School in Montevideo, Uruguay 
Sr. María Angelina Rivarola, SCC

This mission was a continuation of the missionary work begun by the Pauline 200 
project. Students and alumnae of our secondary school, Immaculate Conception, 
went out to the most disadvantaged around the neighborhood of Escuela Madre 
Paulina. In the morning, they visited the poor in their homes; in the afternoon the 
people came to the Escuela. Mostly it was the children who came in the afternoon 
to play games, receive catechesis and have a treat. This mission has been going on 
for three years and the group of volunteers is consolidated and growing. 

Education is the main apostolate of our Region. We have three schools in Uruguay and two in Argentina.  
With solid educational projects we dedicate ourselves to educating children, young people and their families in 
the faith. Our annual missions to the neediest areas are a strong missionary commitment. Here is a bit about 
some of the missions made this year.

Cathedral of Our Lady of Lujan
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From Down South  
Sr. Henrica Buchert and Sr. Mary Eileen  

O’Connor had a visit from two “old” friends on  
May 21 of this year. Ron O’Connor (no relation to  
Sr. Mary Eileen) from New Orleans, LA, and Gordon 
Freed from Atlanta, GA, came up to Wilmette  
together to connect with their “older” friends. Their 
last visit had been two years ago when Gordon had 
come to Chicago for a Kellie Pickler concert and had 
invited Ron to come along because Ron’s brother John 
had had Sr. Mary Eileen in the 2nd grade at St. Henry’s 
in New Orleans. Ron had made trips to Ireland in 2016 
and 2017 and had promised Sr. Mary Eileen to come 
back and share his photos with her. Also, Ron’s  
paternal grandparents had died before he was born  
and Sr. Mary Eileen’s parents said they would step in 
and be his grandparents. Sr. Henrica had been Ron’s 
teacher in the 6th and 8th grades at St. Henry’s.  
Sister remembers encouraging him in science and even 
calling him the “nutty professor”. So, there are plenty 
of connections among these four friends. They all had 
a wonderful visit as they enjoyed dinner together. 

From Down Under 
On July 31, Sr. Mary Clement Eiden and Sr. Alice 

Mary Ortmann had a most delightful afternoon visit 
with Margaret Grealish from New Zealand. Margaret 
was in Wilmette to visit her daughter Fiona and family 
who live just a short distance from Sacred Heart  
Convent. What a fortunate coincidence! How did  
Margaret get connected with the SCCs?

Well, when Sr. Mary Clement was in Rome for six 
years, she did volunteer tutoring at Regina Mundi  
(an international institute) in the English section 
which was headed by Sr. Juliana Miska, SCC. Fr. Brian 
Wysocki, SM, from New Zealand, was residing at the 
Marist house in Rome where he had been a general 
councilor. After his term as councilor, he remained in 

  Connections
Text by Sr. Mary Clement Eiden, SCC 

The four friends: Sr. Mary Eileen, Gordon, Ron and  
Sr. Henrica. (Photo by Sr. Mary Clement)

Sr. Mary Clement, Margaret and Sr. Alice Mary enjoy a cup of coffee 
and conversation. (Photo by Anna Krzysztofczyk)

Rome and was available at Regina Mundi for spiritual 
direction and the Sacrament of Reconciliation for the 
Sisters in the sabbatical program—those transitioning 
from one ministry to another. Father’s experience in 
religious life and ministry made him very effective in 
this work. 

Sr. Mary Clement had asked Fr. Brian if he would 
give one of the presentations to the SCC En-
glish-speaking renewal group one summer. He  
graciously agreed. Father eventually went back to  
New Zealand. Previously, he had been principal at  
one of the large Marist high schools there. Margaret 
was one of the secretaries at the school—and she still 
is. When Margaret told Father that she was coming to 
the United States (this was several years ago) and  
mentioned Wilmette, Father gave her the address of 
the SCC Center and asked Margaret to stop in and  
visit Sister. Margaret did just that and endeared  
herself to the Sisters. Since that first encounter,  
Margaret has been stopping by whenever she comes to 
see her daughter in Wilmette. She regales us with true 
school tales and other interesting stories. Fr. Brian has 
also been to Wilmette to visit his friends on a couple  
of occasions. Yes, it is a very small world! 

From Out West  
Visitors from South Dakota brought Sr. Mary  

Clement Eiden a touch of the prairie. Ann Arnoldy 
and her brother Brett traveled by pickup from  
Kennebec, SD, to Wilmette (about 700 miles). They 
were coming in for a family wedding in downtown 
Chicago. Ann and Sister had been corresponding by 
email about some arrangements for this trip. It was 
agreed that they could park the pickup at Sacred Heart 
and then travel into the city by public transportation.  

The two arrived late morning on August 29 and were 
greeted heartily by Sr. Mary Clement. All settled in for 

 (continued on page 19)



  In Memoriam
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Sr. Mary Mercedes Johnson
died peacefully at Sacred Heart Convent  
shortly after 4:00 p.m. on September 27, 2018. 

Marie Johnson was born on May 7, 1927, in 
Waconia, MN. On August 12, 1941, Marie  
entered the SCC. Marie was received into the 
novitiate on August 21, 1944, and made her 
First Vows on August 21, 1946. Her first  
mission was as the cook at Sacred Heart  
Convent. Assignments in Minneapolis and 
New Ulm (MN), as well as LeMars, IA,  

St. Louis, MO and Wilmette followed. In June 1984 Sr. M. Mercedes  
went to Rome to help in the kitchen at the Generalate for one year. 

For 46 years Sr. M. Mercedes’ ministry was that of cook and  
homemaker. A new stage in her life began in 1992 when she went to  
Fulton, MO. For the next 23 years Sister’s new ministries included those 
of local assistant, local leader, parish visitor and director of the  
after-school program at St. Peter School. 

Sr. M. Mercedes returned to Sacred Heart Convent in 2008 and was 
soon volunteering for light duties. In 2009 she became the Coordinator 
for the Companions of Pauline in Fulton, MO. In 2015, as her strength 
waned, she gave up this ministry and her status changed to that of  
“patient”. Despite bouts of weakness Sister M. Mercedes remained an 
active member of community until just a few weeks before her death. U

Lenna Buscher
Sister-in-law of

Sr. Elizabeth Ann Buscher

Cindy Cormier 
Sister-in-Law of 

Sr. Monica Cormier

Marie Cormier
Mother of  

Sr. Monica Cormier

Theresa Francois
Companion of Pauline (LA)

Don Gallagher
Brother-in-law of

Sr. Joanne Kelzer (dec.)

Donald Klingshirn
Companion of Pauline (MI)

Kathleen LaSorella
Companion of Pauline (IL)

Theresa O’Connor
Companion of Pauline (MO)

Caroline Piggott
Companion of Pauline (MI)

Catherine E. Schwarz
“M” class of  ‘47

Sr. Genevieve Shea, SLW
former SCC

Elizabeth Trende
Companion of Pauline (MN)

Evelyn Treuting
Companion of Pauline (LA)

Ann, Sr. Mary Clement and Brett pause for a 
photo in Mallinckrodt Park. 
(Photo by Mariola - an obliging passer-by)

Now is the time of  
trouble and toil. But precious 
will it be when, at the end of 

our life, the Master says,  
“I will give the laborers  

their pay.”  
 

Pauline von Mallinckrodt

some serious conversation about the wonderful parishioners of  
St. Michael Parish where Sister had ministered for four and a half years 
during her second stay in South Dakota. They continued talking during a 
walk around the convent grounds and noon dinner. Since Ann had just had 
the Uber app put on her phone, Uber would be the mode of travel into  
Chicago. It was fascinating for the three to see Uber in action. Ann and 
Brett’s driver/car was just five minutes away from the convent. They had a 
great ride into the city as another passenger was picked up in Evanston and 
so the drive was along Lake Michigan. 

Ann and Brett returned on the after-
noon of September 2. They had enjoyed 
seeing family and friends at the wedding. 
They had also taken in Hamilton, a tour 
of Navy Pier, the architectural boat tour 
and a visit to The Bean. There was never 
a lag in the conversation. Sister gave them 
a tour of the Archives and after supper, 
the three took a leisurely walk through 
Mallinckrodt Park. Good-byes eventually 
had to be said— although they were put 
off as long as possible.  U

From Out West (continued from page 18)
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On Saturday, July 28, we here at Sacred Heart Con-
vent had a celebration in honor of the 100th birthday 
of Sr. Mary Eileen O’Connor. Appropriate decorations 
gave the dining room a festive air. Sr. Maria Martin  
Nguyen had baked and decorated a special cake 
(above left) for Sister and a basket for birthday cards  
was placed on a table.

On Sunday, the 29th, there was yet another  
celebration as family members and friends were 
here for another party (center). There was food from 
our kitchen as well as pizza, cake and ice cream provid-
ed by the family. A “spinning wheel” type game had 
been prepared by Sally Turbov, our head nurse.  
On the table was a long paper with several numbers 
that were significant in the life of our centenarian. We 

were all given five chips. If the wheel stopped on 
“your” number you got one of the many, many, 
many prizes (right) that had been put out. Each 
of the Sisters got opportunities to play. It was great 
fun! No one left without winning a prize—one way 
or another. An especially creative gift that Sr. Mary 
Eileen received came in a pizza box: $100 in single bills 
fanned out in a perfect circle with the quip: “The best 
part of pizza is the dough!”  The following Monday 
when one of the Sisters suggested that perhaps the 
celebration should go on for an octave, Sister remarked 
on how much the Sisters and her family had done for 
her and that she really appreciated it all from the depth 
of her heart. U

Another Happy 100th Birthday!
Text and photos by Sr. Mary Clement Eiden, SCC


